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March 26, 2018 
Andrew Cuomo, Governor 
The State of New York  
 
Dear Governor Cuomo: 
 
The New York State Pain Society is the foremost organization in the state of New York representing 
physicians and healthcare practitioners specializing in acute and chronic pain management. We applaud 
our Assembly’s, Senate’s and your efforts on behalf of our patients to make them safe and to address the 
opioid epidemic.   
 
New York has been at the forefront of innovative legislation that is effectively battling the opioid 
epidemic in our communities. We are supportive of the ISTOP laws and from inception, actively 
supported implementation and usage by all prescribers from all specialties.   We are supportive of the 
mandatory CME requirements for all prescribers and provide workshops on this curriculum to all 
medical professionals.   We work closely with your agencies and departments to provide leadership in 
education including how to incorporate medical cannabis into medical practice.  Our members have 
served on various state advisory committees and continue to promote your goals of ending the opioid 
epidemic while keeping our patients safe.   
 
Our Society promotes a multi-disciplinary, individualized, integrative pain practice care model where 
medicine, including opioids, is one of many options that is considered to treat acute and chronic pain.  
Our mission is to advance the art and science of pain medicine by promoting and maintaining the highest 
standards of professional practice, including the support of educational and advocacy efforts to mitigate 
the misuse and abuse of prescribed opioids while maintaining a patient’s access to multi-disciplinary, 
individualized chronic pain care.   Professional Education is a solution to the opioid epidemic and we 
have been providing excellent integrative medical education programming since 2011. 
 
You are currently considering a budget for the State.  The Executive and Assembly budgets reflect and 
opioid “surcharge”.  We respectfully object. This opioid “surcharge” is nothing more than a tax on 
medicine: a tax whose cost will ultimately be borne by ALL of our citizens through healthcare cost 
increases, health insurance cost increases and out-of-pocket cost increases.   In addition, the opioid 
surcharge would not solve the issue of misuse, abuse, or diversion. We solve misuse and abuse through 
public, patient, and professional education to properly prescribe evidenced-based medicines at rates 
within State guidelines – and to persons appropriately screened for potential addiction and alternatively 
for greatest chances of medical functional improvement.  We solve diversion by working closely with 
our agencies charged with protecting all of us from criminal activity.   Please do not allow our injured 
and ill citizens to suffer further financial loss through this opioid surcharge. We request that this be 
removed from the final budget.  
 
We are also aware that there is an amendment to Section 1, Article 33 of the Public Health law under 
consideration. While we applaud the efforts to find funding for “opioid treatment, recovery and 
prevention and education services”, we express concern that the current draft may affect access to patient 
care if the manufacturers and distributors either do not comply (thereby being required to cease activity 
in our State) or choose not to comply and stop all access to a medicine that is sometimes  - after full 
individualized assessment and monitoring - the option that is best for our patients.  We request that the 
Opioid Stewardship Assessment be removed from consideration.   
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Board and Membership, 

 
 
Robin L. Hoyle, Executive Director 
Cc:  New York Assembly 
	  


